
UAS spotted in the 
vicinity of the incident.

Aircraft over 
fire (airtanker 
or helicopter)?

Notify dispatch
of intrusion.

 

Notify ATGS:
-Time
-Location
-Altitude
-Direction
-Operator

ATGS 
separates 
incident 

aircraft from 
intrusion area.

ATGS notifies 
dispatch 
center of 
intended 
actions. 

Request law 
enforcement.

Notify Incident 
Commander 

(IC).

Notify pilots:
-Time
-Location
-Altitude
-Direction
-Operator

Notify IC.

Notify dispatch of:
-Intrusion
-Intended actions
-Request law 
enforcement

Divert en 
route aircraft 

if needed.

Operator 
identified/located 

and stopped.

Relay to law 
enforcement:
-Location
-Contact info
-Specific 
details

Resume fire 
operations 
when safe.

IC (or 
designee) 
reports 

incident via 
SAFECOM and 

to FAA.

Resume fire 
operations 
when safe.

IC (or 
designee) 
reports 

incident via 
SAFECOM and 

to FAA.

Divert en 
route aircraft 

if needed.

Operator 
identified/

located and 
stopped.

Relay to law 
enforcement:
-Location
-Contact info
-Specific 
details

IC (or 
designee) 
reports 

incident via 
SAFECOM and 

to FAA.

Resume fire 
operations 
when safe.

Resume fire 
operations 
when safe.

IC (or 
designee) 
reports 

incident via 
SAFECOM and 

to FAA.

Key Points:
-UAS are like any other hazard. If you see something, say something.

-Fire personnel should report all unauthorized UAS or drone activity via SAFECOM (www.safecom.gov). UAS 

information (color, size, altitude, flight pattern) should be reported if known. All UAS intrusions should be 

reported to FAA.

-Unless a Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) is in place, it may be possible for the UAS activity to be legal. If 

anticipating extended air operations, requesting a TFR is recommended.

-If you encounter a person operating a UAS over your incident, a simple request for them to stop should be 

made. If they fail to comply, law enforcement should be notified. Safety of personnel should be assessed in any 

operator contact.

-Dispatch centers should report UAS intrusions to the nearest air traffic control center.

-Safety of flight should be primary over any fire aircraft locating the operator.

-The FAA has developed additional guidance for law enforcement personnel:

https://www.faa.gov.uas/regulations_policies/media/FAA_UAS-PO_LEA_Guidance.pdf
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