
NWCG Data Standard Metadata Definition 

Incident Short Description 
Abbreviation or Acronym: None 

Also Known As: None 

Short description:  

General descriptive location of the incident as it relates to an identifiable town or population center. In the case of a Complex, 

this may describe 1) one of the points of origin of one of the member or “child” incidents, or 2) a center or other representative 

point that related to the group of incidents. 

Controls 
Collection, Validation, or Exchange Rules 

1. Provide a general descriptive location of the incident (does not need to be the point of origin).

2. This should be the number of miles from an identifiable town (e.g., "20 miles SE of Jackson, WY").

3. Provides a mechanism to quickly identify the general location of the incident on a map.

4. Required data element for ICS209 Submission.

Data Type: String (80) 

Minimum Length: 1 

Maximum Length: 80 

Format/Example: 35 miles NW of Fairbanks, AK 

Valid Values: Not applicable 

Steward: National Interagency CAD Subcommittee & National Intelligence Subcommittee 


