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− Los Padres 

Engine 71 
 

Purpose: Utilize a recent, near-miss 
scenario to encourage discussion and 
improve firefighter resilience when an 
unexpected event occurs. 
 
Method: View the case study video and 
discuss in class. 
 
Facilitator Note: 
Upon completion of the video segment, there 
are discussion points to assist with a 
class/group discussion. 
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   Facilitator Note: 
Links to the rotating plume video and the 
Accident Prevention Analysis Report have 
been included in the SW and FG; encourage 
students to read the report when they get 
back to their home units. 
 
Class/Group Discussion Topics: 

• Discuss your experiences with fire 
whirls. 

• Firefighters were caught without 
their gloves when the fire whirl hit. 
Do you ever remove your gloves to 
do your job? If so, how do you 
ensure that they are readily available? 

• The Engine 71 Crew was able to 
cope with this unusual situation, in 
part, due to realistic fire shelter 
training. What are some of the 
techniques your crew uses in fire 
shelter training? 

• Discuss some of the pros and cons 
for sheltering in a vehicle. 

• What are some special considerations 
for sheltering on a road? 

• What were some of the barriers to 
situational awareness that these 
firefighters encountered? How could 
they have been overcome? 

 
(Suggested time: 15 minutes) 
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