
 
 

SAFETY GRAM 2014 
  

 
 
Fatalities, Entrapments and Serious Accident Summary for 2014 (http://www.nwcg.gov/branches/pre/rmc/) 
The following data indicate the fatalities, entrapments, burn-overs and other life-threatening accidents and injuries associated with wildfire in 
calendar year 2014. The information was collected by the NWCG Risk Management Committee, with confirmation of the fatalities from the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).   
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1/31 Montgomery County 
AR 

Detection Flight State/Arkansas 
Forestry 
Commission 

Aviation 
Plane crash 

1  1  

2/01 Grass Fire 
East Fork 
MS 

Initial Attack 
 

State/East Central 
VFD 

Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1  1  

3/01 Cocke County 
TN 

Initial Attack State/Tennessee 
Division of 
Forestry 

Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1  1  

3/08 Star Valley 
AZ 

Work Capacity Test State/Hellsgate FD Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1  1  

3/14 Prescribed Fire 
Francis Marion and 
Sumter NF 
SC 

Prescribed Fire 
Burning operations 

Federal/FS Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   2nd and 3rd degree 
burns, treated at 
burn center and 
released 

                 March  2015 

http://www.nwcg.gov/branches/pre/rmc/
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=a7f75e4e-6e44-4a76-b5d5-9725c6e06e0c
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=9ca582d8-5e26-4f80-a747-fc67228c1335
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=f427de8e-ede6-49bf-be74-2d6e09b4c518
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=208f6c1d-99ed-410b-97b4-22c160aab5c7
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=51b3d5e6-fe83-4fa9-be08-7734dce294e4
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3/24 Emmett Ridges 
Great Basin SMJ BLM 
ID 
 

Smokejumping 
Refresher parachute 
jump 

Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Hard parachute landing 

1   Broken femur,  
both legs; 
hospitalized, light 
duty 

3/27 Gila NF 
NM 

Physical Training 
Running 

Federal/FS Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released, on light 
duty 

4/03 Cole Road Fire 
Montgomery County 
NC 

Initial Attack State/Candor FD Vehicle Accident 
FF struck by a vehicle 

1   Serious injuries, lost 
one leg, in hospital 

4/22 Hot Springs NP 
AR 

Work Capacity Test Federal/USFS Medical Emergency 
Collapsed during WCT 

1   Hospitalized, full 
recovery expected 

5/6 Ochoco NF 
OR 

Physical Training Federal/USFS Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

5/15 Cocos Fire 
MV Unit CAL FIRE 
CA 

Initial Attack State/CAL FIRE Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   1st  and 2nd degree 
burns, hospitalized, 
released 

5/17 Newcastle 
WY 

Work Capacity Test State/Wyoming 
State Forestry 

Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1  1  

5/19 Carson City 
Carson City District BLM 
NV 

Physical Training Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

5/24 Badger Fire 
Phoenix District BLM 
AZ 

Initial Attack Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Hit by boulder 

1   Broken arm, treated 
released from 
hospital 

5/24 Vallejo Fire 
S/L/N District CAL FIRE 
CA 

Initial Attack State/CAL FIRE Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   2nd and 3rd degree 
burns, treated at 
burn center 

2  March 2015  
 

http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=719edc7e-6b84-477c-afb0-2a2298bf2dcd
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=7ad767e4-e388-4809-9c66-75203b2c1515
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=753a6d12-1c58-4da2-989b-6cf490e22b7e
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=03797016-805f-4759-ac76-3fac12af7196
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=4f0603b9-c703-4737-8bce-1b7ade58131a
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=ff8ed3a5-7a0a-471b-a3ef-6eb2b207005c
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5/27 Sled Springs 
Wallow-Whitman NF 
OR 

Physical Training 
Running 

Federal/FS Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released, light duty 

5/30 Ely 
Ely District BLM 
NV 

Physical Training Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Heart condition 

1   Hospitalized 

6/05 Hungry Valley 
NV 

Wildland Fire 
Training 

State/Hungry 
Valley VFD 

Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1  1  

6/07 Princeton 
 MA 

Work Capacity Test State/ 
Massachusetts  
Dept. of 
Conservation 
 

Medical Emergency 
Heart attack 

1   Hospitalized 

6/08 Angeles NF 
CA 

Wildland Fire 
Training 

Federal/FS Medical Emergency 
Heat related illness 

1   Hospitalized, 
Released, light duty 

7/14 Rock Ridge Fire 
High Desert District BLM 
WY 

Initial Attack State/Sweetwater 
County VFD 

Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   1st and 2nd degree 
burns, treated at 
burn center 

7/15 Bully Fire 
Shasta-T Unit CAL FIRE 
CA 

Initial Attack Federal/FS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
released 

7/16 Richfield Fire 
Lincoln County 
ID 

Wildland Fire State/Richfield 
RFD 

Engine Burned 0   Engine burned, no 
injuries 

7/18 Whiskey Complex 
Boise NF 
ID 

Wildland Fire Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Struck by log 

1   Concussion, treated 
and released from 
hospital 

7/18 73 Fire 
Warm Springs Agency 
OR 

Wildland Fire Federal/BIA Vehicle Accident 
Engine rollover 

2   1 Hospitalized; 1 
treated at scene 
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http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=0ff18c3f-b02b-4946-9f8f-bb410156c9c2
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=209bba2d-b31a-474a-b3c2-419ad8369425
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=d321f07b-f615-47e6-995b-36b89164fece
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=4cc9ad76-8e32-4c2a-ac1a-2aa77a114c45
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=447fbece-f04b-4f64-977d-43dfe9a9730c
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=e53494e3-e669-45d0-ada5-acd3b284ae1f
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=72546380-e581-4550-834c-d528fe91b531
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7/18 Bailey Butte Fire 
Central District ODF 
OR 

Wildland Fire Contractor Vehicle Accident 
Water tender rollover 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

7/19 Missoula 
Western MT Zone BLM 
MT 

Physical Training Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

7/20 Holroyd Fire 
Medicine Bow-Routt NF 
WY 

Initial Attack Federal/FS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized; 
cracked vertebrae 

7/22 Fort Shaw  
MT 
 

Driving to Fire Fort Shaw VFD Vehicle Accident 
Water tender collided 
with an engine 

2  1  

7/24 Quaking Fire 
Kaibab NF 
AZ 

Initial Attack Federal/FS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
released 

7/25 Bear Butte 2 Fire 
Warm Springs Agency 
OR 
 

Driving Back to 
lodging 

Federal/FS Vehicle Accident 1   Treated at scene, 
released 

7/28 McCall SMJ  
Payette NF 
ID 

Proficiency Jump Federal/FS Medical Emergency 
Fall 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

7/29 Launch Fire 
Fremont-Winema NF 
OR 

In Camp Contractor Medical Emergency 
Fall 

1  1  

8/03 Bear Butte 2 Fire 
Warm Springs Agency 
OR 
 
 

Extended Attack Contractor Medical Emergency 
Collapsed 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

4  March 2015  
 

http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=b01c4f5d-281d-4934-b8f7-6d6a1a0d516b
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=5d55567b-0628-4191-a31d-48749a2d45b4
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=387bd114-9c85-4ad9-b1bc-e12d3245b7f9
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=0b441c9a-82fa-4001-9137-eaa0bb8fc025
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=ceed3cb9-e79c-45ad-ba59-c66c0694549d
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=1a8a6ec2-8430-44eb-8929-8a1e71d041b7
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8/04 French Fire 
Sierra NF 
CA 

Initial Attack Federal/FS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/08 Lodge Fire 
MEU Unit CAL FIRE 
CA 

Initial Attack State/CAL FIRE Burn Over 
 

8   1st and 2nd degree 
burns, treated at 
burn center  

8/09 Staley Complex 
Willamette NF 
OR 

Wildland Fire Contractor Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/11 Timber Butte Fire 
Idaho Dept. of Lands 
ID 

Wildland Fire Federal/BLM Medical Emergency 
Rhabdomyolysis 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/11 Beaver Fire 
Klamath NF 
CA 

Wildland Fire Contractor Entrapment 3 3  1 Hospitalized, 
burns, 
treated released 

8/11 Fifteen Cent Fire 
Burns District BLM 
OR 

Initial Attack Federal/FS Vehicle Accident 
Equipment rollover 
skidgine 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/17 Lone Mt. Fire, WA 
Huron Mantisee NF 
MI 

Driving back to     
Home unit 

Federal/FS Vehicle Accident 
Truck hit by another 
vehicle 

4   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/20 Devil’s Elbow Fire 
Colville Agency 
WA 

Driving back to  
Home unit 

Federal/BLM Vehicle Accident 
Driver passed out 

1   Hospitalized, 
released 

8/20 Raccoon Point Prescribed 
Fire 
Big Cypress National 
Preserve 
FL 

Prescribed Fire Federal/NPS Vehicle Burned 0   Swamp buggy 
burned/no injuries 
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http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=9c44c5dd-b219-49e7-bd3c-adb10d5f54bd
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=cee6f970-4fe8-40f5-8ae2-2f9a991873b0
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=dc5f8672-a416-4d4d-8ee6-238b4a4918a9
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=c3e51d3e-8f99-430a-b289-90f9372feae2
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=c3e51d3e-8f99-430a-b289-90f9372feae2


Date 
 
 
 

Incident Name 
Jurisdiction 

Location 

Activity 
 

Agency/Entity 
of Personnel 

Involved 
 

Type of 
Accident 

Number 
of 

People 

# 
Shelters 
Deployed Fatalities 

Injuries/Treatment 

8/24 Mesa Fire 
Grand Canyon NP 
AZ 

Mop up, Investigation Federal/NPS Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   2nd degree burns, 
treated at clinic, 
released back to full 
duty 

9/02 790 Fire 
Rogue River-Siskiyou NF 
OR 

Wildland Fire Contractor Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
concussion, 
released 

9/13 Black Fire 
CAL FIRE 
CA 

Wildland Fire State/CAL FIRE Entrapment 2   Hospitalized, 
released 

9/13 Meadow Fire 
Yosemite NP 
CA 

Wildland Fire Federal/NPS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
released to light duty 

9/15 King Fire 
CAL FIRE 
CA 

Initial Attack State/CAL FIRE Entrapment 12 12  No injuries; 
bulldozer damaged 

9/19 Duncan Fire 
Okanogan-Wenatchee NF 
WA 
 

Initial Attack State/Chelan Fire 
District  

Vehicle Accident 
Water tender rollover 

1   Operator 
hospitalized 

9/21 Freezeout Ridge Fire 
Wallowa-Whitman NF 
OR 

Wildland Fire Federal/FS Tree Strike 1   Hospitalized, 
serious injuries 

10/01 Brush Fire 
Chicot County 
AR 

Initial Attack State/Dermott Fire 
Department 

Medical Emergency 
Collapsed 

1  1  

10/07 Dog Rock Fire 
Yosemite NP 
CA 

Initial Attack Contractor Aviation  
Plane crash 

1  1  
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http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=d88764b9-6daa-4822-9fc7-1517c8c02f40
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=7c5386d7-2697-4afb-9567-c5d2a5d6d7d1
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/orphans/viewincident/?DocumentKey=fa13b242-cd1d-4e08-a2b7-1b2b4844c041
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=e4683200-858c-4881-91ff-d9f72c3bb9f3
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=1d7babd0-7a5e-4177-90b8-a6a08cda5536
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=bc49eb32-165a-416f-bc74-11eb4853e57e
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=41500f7c-b924-4b9a-9437-2b7feaaf4f79
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10/13 Upper Lyons Prescribed 
Fire 
Redwood NP 
CA 

Prescribed Fire Federal/FS Deployment 1 1  Minor burn injuries, 
released to normal 
duties 

10/23 Green Springs North RX 
Grand Canyon- 
Parashant National 
Monument 
AZ 

Prescribed Fire Federal/NPS Medical Emergency 
Burns 

1   2nd degree burns, 
treated and released 
back to full duty 

10/28 Murphy Farm Fire 
Harpers Ferry Historical 
Park 
WV 

Initial Attack State/VFD Medical Emergency 
Fall 

1   Treated at hospital 
for several days, 
released 

Total  79 16 10 

 

 

 
 
 
For calendar year 2014 there have been (10) fatalities:   
 

Driving: 1 FF died in a traffic collision responding to a fire. 

Medical Emergencies: 1 FF died during a response to a brush fire; 1 FF died while responding to a fire; 1FF died while training for wildland 
fires; 1 FF died from a fall; 1 FF collapsed and died while on a fire; 2 FFs died while taking the Work Capacity 
Test. 

Aviation:  1 pilot died as a result of a plane crash during a detection flight; 1 pilot died when an air tanker crashed. 
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http://www.wildfirelessons.net/orphans/viewincident/?DocumentKey=a9af475e-be26-44d8-bb5d-7b70aea85138
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/orphans/viewincident/?DocumentKey=a9af475e-be26-44d8-bb5d-7b70aea85138


Noted non-fatal trends: 

        (5)     Entrapments/burn-overs (involving 26 people) 

        (11)   Vehicle/Equipment and ATV accidents 

        (7)     Hazard Tree Related Injuries 

        (15)   Burn Related Injuries 

        (16)   Medical Emergency (not burn related) 

                    (6) Rhabdomyolysis                      

                    (2) Cardiac arrest/heart condition  

                    (2) Broken bones 

                    (1) Concussion 

                    (1) Heat related illness 

                    (2) Collapsed 

                    (2) Fall 

                     

 
The Risk Management Committee would like to request any Fire Agency/Organization that experiences a fatality(s), or entrapment(s) to 
follow the guidance provided in National Mobilization Guide, Chapter 20 page 48 Wildland Fire Entrapment / Fatality.  In the event that a 
wildland fire entrapment or fatality occurs, it should be reported immediately to National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC).  A 
Wildland Fire Entrapment/Fatality Initial Report should be completed and mailed to NICC electronically or by fax machine within twenty-
four (24) hours. 
  
Many specific accident investigation reports/reviews/analysis may be found at the Wildland Fire Lessons Learned Center repository at: 
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/IRDB 
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http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/mobguide/index.html
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/IRDB
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